
 
 
 

 
 
 
I thought it would be good to have a review of our busy and eventful year and some 
highlights follow: 
 
September 
The Lord and Lady Taverners and the Postcode Lottery 
helped us to buy two new minibuses. The Lord and Lady 
Taverners have been providing minibuses for 40 years and 
presented 40 minibuses to special schools during the year 
 
Our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Licence was renewed.  
This means that our pupils can access the Award at 
Bronze, Silver and Gold levels. We have a dedicated and skilled team of staff who manage 
this and we are proud to have a high level of achievers in the Award.  
 
Y11 Pupils attended the Skills Festival at the Round House in Derby.  This was a useful 
and informative event which gave them insight to careers and to the range of providers on 
offer 
 
We had a monitoring visit from Ofsted.  The inspector found that robust action had been 
taken to resolve the areas for improvement identified at the last inspection and it was a very 
positive report. 
 
October 
The secondary choir took part in the Padley Centre 
Service at Derby Cathedral; they sang and signed 
alongside other local schools and groups.  The 
Cathedral was full and the whole occasion was 
exceptional.   
 
We launched our new prospectus 
 
The Variety Club of Great Britain gave us tickets for 
our children and their families to have a day at West 
Midlands Safari Park. A group of 90 had a great day 
at the park – thank you to the Variety Club. 
 
November 

Activities in November included workshops held by our local 
police officers to talk to parents and carers about links with 
RSDD in lessons, individual support available and a chance to 
discuss any concerns.  The whole school marked Armistice Day 
observing the two minutes silence outside.   
Staff from the English Department and the speech and 
language therapists held a literacy workshop on vocabulary.  



Visits included a trip for Y9 to the National Memorial as part of their History curriculum.  A 
group of pupils also visited the Mayor’s Parlour.   
 
We celebrated the achievements of last year’s Y11/P16 and  welcomed Dr Terry Riley 
OBE, Chair of the British Deaf Association as our Guest Speaker   
 
This occasion was made more memorable as we were the 
first school for the Deaf to sign the BSL Charter.  The 
Charter contains five pledges 
1. Ensure access for Deaf people to information and 

services 
2. Promote learning and high quality teaching of British 

Sign Language 
3. Support Deaf children and families 
4. Ensure staff working with Deaf people can communicate effectively in British Sign 

Language 
5. Consult with our local Deaf community on a regular basis 
 
December 

Activities in December included 
Computer Day as part of National 
Computer Week, a Christmas Tree 
Decorating Competition with trees 
donated by B & Q.  A Winter Olympics 
Day with Christmas lunch; our 

Christingle Service with parents, carers and friends.   
A group of KS3 pupils went to see Cinderella at Derby Arena and the term ended with 
pupils taking part in DEDA workshops 
 
 

Not forgetting Primary’s 
brilliant production of A 
Christmas Jigsaw. 

 
 
 
 
 
January 

 
We celebrated Chinese New Year with a 
special lunch in the Dining Room, chopsticks 
optional!  Our Housekeeping Department also 
arranged an American night for residential 

pupils. 
 

Parents and Carers of pupils in Y9 attended an Options Evening to find out what their 
children will be studying in KS4.    
We introduced a video entry system on the main gate which we hope makes us more 
accessible for deaf parents, carers and visitors 



February 
Activities in February included a Valentine’s lunch 
 
All pupils took part in Safer Internet Day with information available in 
BSL.  They were reminded about the importance of keeping safe on 
line.  
 
The Choir performed at the University of Derby and KS4 took part in 
the Derby Youth Summit 
 
March 
We had a Section 8 Monitoring Visit from Ofsted. At the end of the first day, the HMI felt 
that we should have our inspection converted to a full Section 5 Inspection to see if we 
were ready to be removed from Special Measures. We did it! The school is no longer in 
Special Measures. We also had a Welfare Inspection at the same time and we are 
delighted that the inspectors found our provision to be ‘Good’.   

 
We celebrated World Book Day with events in school 
and some of our pupils dressed up as their favourite 
character.  Primary pupils marked Science Week 
with activities in the department.  
Sign language week saw visitor s from the BDA and events within school.  

 

 
The whole school took part in Fairtrade 
events with support from staff from the 
Co-operative and a special lunch in the 
dining room  
 
 

 
April 
The Easter holidays came in the middle of the month.  We held an information evening for 
parents and carers to explain the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and GCSE exams started 
 
May 
KS1 & KS2 SATs took place this month.  We celebrated Deaf 
Awareness Week and held a lunch to celebrate Roe’s first 
birthday.   
 
Pupils who had received the highest number of reward points 
attended a Posh Lunch in the dining room. 

 
 
 
Mrs Shepherd and Mrs Brown attended the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Gold Award presentation at Buckingham Palace.  
Luke and Joshua received their Gold awards and Mrs Brown 
was presented with one for Long Service.  We had a brilliant 
day! 



June 
As part of our marketing strategy we had a stall at the 
National Deaf Children’s Society’s Conference in Birmingham 
Other activities included Transition Day, an LGBT event and 
Enterprise Day 
Y11 completed work experience, their Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award actual expedition and then went to Disneyland 
Paris.    
 
 
Open Day.   
Our guest speaker was former pupil Shauna Flannigan who proved to be a real inspiration 
to all of us.   

  
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RSDDOfficial/photos/a.1005191002872121.1073741828.1001037853287436/1470707929653757/?type=3


 
July 
We hosted the Sign Bilingual AGM, held a Wimbledon themed lunch and Y10 went on their 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award practice expedition. 
 
A lot of hard work went into the production of an excellent 
performance of Peter Pan – inside on one of the hottest days 
of the year.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Sports Day this year was a whole school event based on a ‘roundabout’ of sporting 
activities.  It was fiercely competitive as the honour of Daunt, Hanifin, Kendall and Westbury 
houses was at stake.  Westbury House won! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sport 
During the year pupils have participated in a wide variety of sporting activities and events 
including Footgolf; National Deaf Children’s Cross Country; Boccia ; Table Cricket; New 
Age Kurling; football tournament; KS3 Adventure Day 
 
We hosted the National Deaf 
Children’s 5 a side Football 
Competition at DW Sports.  Eight 
schools and twenty teams took 
part in the Event.  Our teams did 
really with the- junior boys and 
girls winning trophies.  A very 



good day 
 
Derby County School Sports Partnership announced that our 
school had won a prize as we had developed children in 
sport and presented us with a unique relay baton.  Jack 
Rutter, Captain of the Paralympic Football Team spent a 
Friday morning with us and was very inspiring 
 
 

 
Primary Inspire Days 
Primary pupils took part in Inspire Days for Autumn and Easter.  Parents and carers came 
in to school and took part in range of activities with their children including carving  
pumpkins in the autumn and making Easter bonnets in the spring.   
 
Visitors 
We have been pleased to welcome a variety of visitors during this year. 
 
At the start of the autumn term staff from Deaf Kidz International visited the school and 
some useful links were formed.   
 
Colin Allen, President of the World Federation of the Deaf, was 
accompanied by Ashley Kendall. They toured the school, spent time in all 
the classrooms, had lunch with the pupils and took part in a special 
assembly.  Colin made our young people aware that over 90% of deaf 
children around the world do not have access to a signing education and 
Ashley explained about the World Federation for Deaf Youth Section.  We 
were very fortunate that Colin came to visit us while he was in the country. 
 

Amanda Solloway who as our MP toured the school, met staff, spent time 
in class and was taught some basic signs.  She was very positive about 
her visit spending over two hours here.  Her entry in our Visitors’ Book 
read “Sometimes in life you meet special people. Today is just that. 
Special because across all the school from the pupils to the amazing 
teachers, staff, parents and governors there is a desire to enrich the lives 

of every single child.” 
 
Linda Winter, the Mayor of Derby spent 
time in all departments and had lunch 
with the primary pupils.   
 
 

 
James Clarke who is a deaf blind runner and former RSDD pupil gave a 
presentation about Usher Syndrome and his decision to 
undertake 100 runs.  He has now completed his challenge.  
His presentation was inspirational and we are delighted 
that he has given us his 100th medal.  It has been framed 
and will have pride of place in reception.  



 
Fundraising 
During the course of the year pupils and staff raised money for Jeans for Genes, Children in 
Need, Movember, Operation Christmas Child, Christmas Jumper Day, Comic Relief and 
Wig Wednesday. 
Bags to school made a total of £210.00 
 
We received donations from a Railway Dinner at the Roundhouse £3,600; Rotary Club’s 
Santa Sleigh Run - £3500.00 and have made a successful bid to the Lord’s Taverners for 
Sensory Room equipment. 
 
BSL Newsround 
The weekly BSL Newsround is extremely popular and reaches an average of 1500 people 
each week.  We do not provide transcripts of the Newsround, but give a synopsis of the 
topics.  This is hopefully also helping those viewers, who do not sign, to improve their BSL 
receptive skills. 
 
Publicity 
We have had coverage in local newspapers, on TV and radio 
often during the year and items covered have 
included: Lawand, our new pupil from Iraq; Roald 
Dahl’s 100 anniversary; our GCSE results; books 
donated to RSDD, visit 
to the British Library in 
London; Radio Derby 
live interview re Ofsted 
result; East Midlands 
Today re Ofsted result; 
Remembrance Service; 
Post 16 and Y11 
achievements; 
Computing day activities; Inspirational women; Derbyshire Life re 
120 years -  
 
Roe’s Adventures 
Roe has had a busy year; he has 
been on trips, to sports events, 
other events and met visitors.  He 
even has his own badge!  

 
 
On Open Day we were introduced to Roe’s girlfriend 
Lydia.  
 
During the summer holidays Roe will be doing the Coast to Coast Walk with 
Jacob and Lydia is going to Legoland with Lucky 



 
Governors update 
The Full Board and Committees met regularly during this year.  Rachael Smith has 
resigned as parent governor and we will be seeking to appoint a new one when academic 
year starts in September. 
 
E-Safety 
Please be aware that if your child uses Snapchat there has been a recent update called 
'Snap Map'.  We believe this update is automatically enabled and allows anyone who is 
listed as a 'friend' to track the user's location.   For reasons of safety we strongly advise this 
feature be disabled on pupils' Snapchat accounts.  To be able to do this the app needs to 
be turned to 'ghost mode' accessed through the settings menu. 
 
Please ensure child’s safety on internet, check the sites they are visiting and report any 
inappropriate sites to CEOPS. 

 
Goodbyes 
We are saying goodbye to the following members of staff Arlene Dawson, Caroline 
Davenport,  
Mark Durrant, Rebecca France, Chris Green, Jane Hainsworth, Beth Hayes, Karen Hewitt,  
Rebecca Lockhart, Anne du Celliée Muller and Verna Shipley.  Some of them are moving 
on to pastures new and some are retiring.  We wish them all very well 
 
Have a great summer holiday.  Pupils in primary and secondary should return on Tuesday 5 
September.  Post 16 students have already received their calendar. 
 
 

 
 
Helen Shepherd 
Headteacher  
 


